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Why conditional products?
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Why conditional capacity products?

Theory

• Entry-exit systems aim for independent and seamless use of 

flexible entry and exit capacity regardless of underlying system 

characteristics (“Free allocability”)

Practice

• In reality in specific entry-exit zones physical flows, the design 

of the networks and their interaction can limit the ability of TSOs 

to guarantee firm and freely allocable capacity
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Challenges in specific entry-exit-zones 
– example from Germany

• Specific growing entry-exit-systems increase the shippers’ freedom 

to combine entry and exit points which may lead to a shift in gas 

flows

• However, in some cases it may be not possible or efficient to design 

a network in a way that all potential shifts in gas flows are physically 

possible

• Solutions to optimize the capacity offer with existing assets:

• Commercial instruments (e. g. flow commitments)

• Introducing conditional capacity products

• lower the level of firm capacity (free allocability)
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Why conditional capacity products?

• in specific entry-exit systems maximising the offer of firm capacity 

taking into account market needs and efficient network operation 

requires the introduction of conditional products 

• Different solutions in different situations:

• Need for a sufficiently high exit flow/load

• Products with temperature as an indicator for demand

• Products with a direct link to exit flow/demand

• Need to integrate transit pipeline into an entry-exit system

• Point to point connection with possibly some freedom 

concerning allocability 

• Alternative: not to integrate the transit pipeline at all

• Maximize the offer firm exit capacities to other member states to 

increase security of supply of these member states.
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Transparency – Why is it important?  

• Conditional products can be useful and efficient means to 

optimize the offer of firm capacity

• These conditional products need to be transparent





The imbalanced parts of the 
DZK (❸) will be curtailed 
pro rata. 

Within 7 years of operation 
never occurred a need to 
interrupt DZK in Germany.
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Internal repartition of nominations depending on product quality
 FZK – Firm Entry capacity with VTP Access

❷DZK– balanced part is firm for transport within NCG

❸ DZK – imbalanced part is interruptible

Transparency – Example curtailment DZK
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Transparency – Where to find?  

• GT&Cs of the TSO

• TSOs’ websites: detailed explanations of conditional capacity 

products

• Booking platforms such as PRISMA

• ENTSOGs transparency platform
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Transparency – GTCs of the TSO  
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Transparency – Website of the TSO
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Transparency – booking platforms
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Transparency – ENTSOG’s TP –
transport data
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Transparency – ENTSOG’s TP – tariff 
data
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Back Up
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List of capacity types and 
descriptions


